A NATION IN ARMS                            61
the Defence of the Soviet Union and for the Promo-
tion of the Chemical and Aviation Industries.
During my 10 months in the Soviet Union, daily be-
tween 4 and 7 P.M., the streets of Moscow resounded
with the tramp of marching men and women. The
marchers were between 18 and 40. They wore civilian
clothes, but the rifles over their shoulders were army
rifles and their carriage was that of soldiers. As they
marched they sang the songs of the Red Army.
From one end of Russia to the other, at the same
hours, similar bands of men and women, workers'
clerks, professional people, were undergoing the same
type of military practice.
Every factory in the Soviet Union, every large com-
mercial or professional establishment, every mine or
mill, every collectivized or government-owned farm
forms the nucleus of such a military educational circle,
It has an arsenal which supplies the population with
regulation army weapons. Sometimes these arsenals are
in one of the factory buildings. More often guns and
other equipment are stored in a workers' club or sport
club.
In such rural communities as have not yet built a
"Dom Oboroni," or defence house, the village "reading
house" is used as an arsenal.
The Osoaviachim furnishes rifles and equipment to
each military circle. It provides instructors for both
practical and theoretical branches of the service. Its
representatives select a site for target practice and da